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EDITOI[IIAL. munity is primarily in the hands of the 
Ministry of Health. That is now the Central THE TRAINED NURSE A S  MUNICIPAL 

ELECTOR. Authority, having taken over all the duties (in 
D~~~ it ever oocur to the majority of respect of health) of the former Local Govern- 

nurses, we wonder, that they have other public 
duties besidesl the care of the slck population? 
Excuses, such as, “ I  have no time”--“It 
does not interest ne ”-‘I It does not concern 
me ‘’-cannot exonerate them from their 
citizen duties, which are not those of choice, 
but what w e  will call birthrights-obligaitims 

. of inharitanoe. Such duties are rights of 
others as well as  our own, therefore the more 
compelling, and should be h t ; h  attractive and 
alluring. Look a t  it how you will, the nurse 
is a citizen, and she cannot conscientiously and 
consistently neglect h,er dluties as such. All 
nurses hlaving the necessary qualifications are 
entitled to  vote at the Munici<pal Elections. 
O n  November I, 1922, these important elec- 

’ tions are  due t~ take place, and ehost: who do 
not record their vote will be neglecting a duty 
of such  importance that we take this early 
opportunity od reminding them of it, 

Let us lcok at it a little mare d ~ s e l y ,  and 
enquire ,into the meaning of the symbolic sign 
that we plaoe on the ballot paper. The names 
against which the x is placed are those d 
persons who are about to undertake the grave 
responsibilities of Local Government, and those 
wbo make khe potent x are those who-we 
suppose-realise that upon them rests 
the onus of choice. “ M a k e  choiie of fit 
pc~rsoi~s,” becausle upoa that depends the 
health, happiness, contentment, and well- 
being of thousands d people. The health of 
the people; that: is where it touches the 
citizen nurse. Health means ease, idl-health 
means &.+ease; and it lies with the nurse 
largely to promote the one and c m b a t  the 
other. The control of the health d the corn- 

ment Board, whjich it has replaced, wikh addi- 
tional powers,, which are ddegakd to the various 
Municipal bodies--iCaunty, Boraugh and 
District Councils. The Public Health Act of 
1875 is the principal Sanitary Act, of which 
the Local Councils are the Adminis- 
trative Authorities. ‘The campaign against 
tuberculo& is largely bound up with this 
beneficent Act ; consequently, the tuberculosis 
nurse and doctor are affected by it, Tha study 
of the protvisions cif this Act would appeal to 
the intelligence of the well-trained nurse. 

The sphere and the outlmk of the nurse 
have been widening- rapidly during the pst 15 
years ; she is no  longer the clinical or bed-side 
nurse only. She is  a health missioner, a 
citizen ; she is a social wolrker, a Parliamentary 
and Municipal elector; and she can now-if ‘ 

she wishes it-wear the hall-mark of 
Registered Nurse as a crowning distinction. 
She assumes, with this honoured title, an . 
increksed responsibility towards the corn- 
inunity. The $rained nurse is employed by 
the State in various branches of nursing; she 
is  employed as a Health Visitor by the 
Municipality: can she afford to be apathetic 
and indifferent to her duties and responsibilities 
as  a Parliamentary and Municipal voter? The 
readers of this journal are among the 
“intelligentsia” af the Nursing Profession, and 
we feel confident that  the apped  we make to 
them not to disregard their privileged duties 
of citizenship, by carefully enquiring into the 
credentials, qualifications and abilities of the 
men and women candidates for Local Gwern- 
m a t ,  and recording their votes accordingly, 
will not be in vain. 
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